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Rate Making as o Flne Art,

The new Fsch-Townsend bill enlarges |

the membership of the [nrerstate Comne
merce Commission from five to seven
and increases the salary of the Cormmis-
sloners from $7,500 to $10,000.

The increase in number indicates an
appreciation of the fact that under the
new law the work of the commission
would be heavier. So does the pro-
posed increase in pay betoken a more
onerous existence,

Now, what does the actual record of
the commission of five members at $7,500
each foretell as to its ability, with seven
members at $10,000, to handle the judi-
cial or quasi-judicial business that
wonuld devolve upon it in its capacity
of an unequivocally administrative body
acting as a court of first instance?

And what does tho commission's pre-
vious record forerell as to its ahility to
decide questions in « way which the
regular courts will sustain?

| bearing (hristmas pies and Plenties |
| pouring bright double eagles from full

. at
| BANKS'8 awful form.

. of New Jersey, a State fertile in states-

A resolution of the Senate in January |

last called upon the Interstate Com-
merce Commission for exact statistics of
the number of complaints made to it
aguinst railroad companies since its
organization in 1887, as to excessive or
exorbitant rates, as to unjust discrimi-

nation in mtes, and as to violation of |

published rates; and also, among other
things, exact statistics of the cases
finally settlel for or fagainst the com-
mission's findings by the courts to which
there was appeal.

The Interstate Cormmercs Commission
responded, through its chairman, with
the figures callad for by the Senate reso-
lution; except that as to the number and
disposition of informal complaints there
was no readily accessible record back of
January 1, 1990, such informal complaints
having been docketed ouly since then;

Formal complaluts of all kinds In cighteen

years 770
Formal declslons of alt kinds rendered by the
cammlss{m in elghteen years ) V)
Memorandum decislons In eighteen years 24
Informal complaints of all kinds In five years 2,200
Informal complalnts “disnosed of as such,”
~that 1s, as (fformal complaints—Iin fve
years, .. . 2,17
Cases heard and determined by the commls-
slon in elghteen years which have been taken
to the courts on petitions to enforce orders
of the commission under Acts to Regulate
Commerec,, AT 45
Cases dlscontinued . ooiiiiiiii ¢
Cases pending. JERAR A S B ANV 4
Cases finally declded In the courts Slvan A, ARG
Commission not sustained by the courts:
Facesslve rates T s T R e ) ¢
'njust discrimination v pagweasadold = 12E
Comulssion sustalned by courts:
Fxoessive rates i T2 K e B e A B 8
Unjust discrimination Vs e 8

Thus it appears that through the
agency of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission three decisions out of fifteen
by that body in the matter of excessive
rates have been sustained during the
past eighteen years and enforced by
regular judicial provess, Looking more
closely, however, at the figures and ex-
planations of the commis:ion's not en-
tirely coherent response to the Senate's
inquiry, we discover that in one of these
three cascs of excessive rates, that
known as the Social Circle case, the In-
terstate Commerce Commission was sus-
tained only partially, and as to other
features of the complaint being revemsed
by the court as to the alleged exces-
sive rate. Thus the total achievement
of the eighteen years activity of the
commission in the matter of correcting
excessive rates is reduced from three
successful appeals to the courts to two.

In view of this record of adjudicated
results in eighteen vears of continueus
activity, ought not the reorganized com-
mission to consist not merely of seven,
but of seventy or even seven hundred
unequivoeally administrative jurists?

Ought not the salary of cach Commis-
sioner to be not $10,000 a vear, but at least
$50,000, 80 as o command the executive
ability requisite for the ‘prompt and
proper disposal of possibly many hun-
dreds of thousands of cases of alleged
unreasonableness?  Is such a salary too
much for exercising life and death power

| lantic shore.

over the $1:1,000,000 000 invested in trans- |

portation in the United States?

@ur National Rubber Doll,

lepresentative Payye's bill for the
adjustment of tariii rates on Philippine
products well illustrates the tacility with
which we give whutover shape we choose
to the political status of ihe Philippine
Islands. They are our national rubber
doll.  Squeezed one wiy, they are Ameri-
can territory Squeezed anather way,
they are foreign. Pressure in a third
directicn makes them a distorted com-
bination of domestic and foreign, a gro-
tesque political entity. For tariff pur-
poses they ure toreign,
ping law which will, unless its operation
is postponed by act of Cingress, go into
effect next July thev are as much Ameri-
can territory ns Nantucket is.

Under the ship- |

L ence of a northwest passage t» Asia

| perched by visitors from the east, al-

Mr. PAYNE'S proposition appears to |

be that we mako a reciprocity treaty

with them, or with ourselves for their |

account, whichever way one may seg
fit 10 look at it If they, or we for them,
will admit free of duty all articles, with
the exception of sugar and tobacco,

wholly the growth add product of the

United Stutes, we will
trance to all articles which are the growth
and products of the Philippines except-
ing tohaceo and sugar.

Scoffers huve even now appeared de-

‘

accord free en- |

f

olaring that this would infringe and vio~
late the terms of Article IV, of the Treaty
of Paris, concluded December 10, 1808,
That article declares as follows:

“The United Staten will, for the term of ten years
from the cate of the exchange of the ratifications
of the present treaty, admiy Spanish ahips and mer -
chiandise to the ports pf the Phllippine Ialands on
e shiie terins [lag mismas condiclones) as the
shiips and merchandigse of the United States,”

The argument of the scoffers is quite
untenable.  All we neesd do is squeeze
the doll into its shape us a foreign torri=
tory,  Under our established interpre-
tation of the “mogt favored nation” ar-
rangemerft, the rights and privileges of
nations entitled to the advantages of
that provision are superseded by the
special rights and privileges arising from
reciprocal concessions to the native
procductions of the reciprocating par-
ties. The logic of the Philippine situa-
tion 1s entirely clear, A squeeze to the
doll, a reciprocal agreernent with it, or
with ourselves for itg account, and the
obstacle presented by Article 1V, of the
Paris treaty fades and disappears.

'The Hon, SERENO E. PAYNE'S sense of
humor {s somewhat elementary.

Pay for the Bolitary.

It was only last Tucsday, yet the
Senate Chamber seemed full of cherubs

horn4; and fat jowled pulti blew kisses |
the Hon. CHARLES WARREN FATR-

He arose, beneflcent as the Nile and
considerably longer. He arose to bring
in a bill by request, drawn up by a lady

women, A bill to pay not less than $39
or more than $300 a month to evervbody
alone and unable to take care of herself
or himself.

A bill to be saluted reverently. With
its financial, sociological or sentimental
and political aspects we need not deal.
It is enough to feel that loneliness should
not be unhappiness, that it is or ought
to be rewarded, pensioned, paid for.
For $6,000 a year and not a stroke of
work to do a philosopher could endure
loneliness and only wieh to be lonelier.

Nor shall we stop to ask if such a pen-
sion systen might not bein restraint of
marriage and for the encouragement of
divorce. We feel leaning on this hill the
great, warm, passionate, quick throb-
bing heart of its patron, We know that
whatever FAIRBANKS backs is right,

It may be some time before this bill
is passed, but no lonely one, no eremite,
she or he, but will be cheered and bright-
ened by the sweet Christmas thought.
Don't be lonely, any more' Mr, Farmn.
BANKS isthe friend of all the lonely, even
if they have no vote. In rallying around
him, in mniting for him, in admiring and
loving him, all those separate solitary
hearts will beat in unison.

Nofthwest Passage at Last

Accomplished.

Of the three great geographical prob-
lems reserved for our contemporary ex-
plorers in the Northern Hemisphere,
one, the discovery of the Northeast Pas-
sage around the Russian and Siberian
coast from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
was solved not many years ago by NOR-
DENSKIOLD of Sweden. It now appears
that to a Scandinavian must be credited
a segond memorable achievement, the
accomplishment of the Northwest Pas-
sag, known to exist, but never previ-
ously traversed in ita entirety by the
same navigator, from Baffin Bay to Ber-
ing Strait. We say accomplishment,
because although Captain AMUNDSEN
has left his sloop, the Gjoa, for the win=-
ter at King Point on Mackenzie Bay,
the rest of the voyage to Bering Strait
is no difficult feat, being performed an-
nually by whalers.

It will be remembered that scarcely
had the land found by COLUMBUS been
generaliy recognized as forming no part
of Asia, but as an independent continent,
whn attempts were begun to reach
Cathay and the East Indies by rounding
the vast unexpected obstacle on the
gouth or on the north, The circuitous
Sonthwest Passage was presently found
by MAGELLAN, but his success only stim-
ulated other explorers, and especially
those of Northern Europe, to search for
a northwestern route to Asia, which,
obviously, if it existed, would be incom-
parably shorter. Some three hundred
and fifty years, however, were to elapse
before the existence of such a route was
believed by geographers to have been
demonstrated, and the actual perform-
ance of the vovage by one and the same
vessel from the Atlantic to the Pacific
around the Arctic coast of North America
was left for the twenticth century.

For three generations after COLUMBUS
the eflorts to circumnavigate the north-
ern edge of the American continent
proved. fruitless, except for the light
they cast on the configuration of the At-
In 1585, however, an im-
portan step in the right direction was
made by JoHN Davis, who penetrated
the strait which bears his name; and
about thirty vears later another English
gailor, WILLTAM BAFFIN, after traversing
the bay named after him, reached he
long unequalled latitude of 77 degrees |
15 minutes north.  Not until 1818, how-
ever, was Lancaster Sound digcovered,
after which, in the course of a quarter
of a century, several westward pointing
channels were traced through the Arctie
archipelago, until at last Banks Land,
Prince Albert Land and Victoria Land |
were discovered on the western side of
Viclville Sound. Ultimately the exist-

The

was proved by the fact that certain points
were identified by explorers coming
from the west as having been previously

though® as we have gaid, the whole voy-
age from Baffin Bay to Bering Strait
has never vet been made by one and the
game ship.

Although the Gjoa, to which is prom-
ised a share of the Vega's immortality,
is only a small sloop of 48 tons, manned i
by eight sailors, her officers are quali- |
fied for the work of exploration by ex-
perience and scientific  attainments. |
Captain AMUNDSEN was first officer of 4
the Belgica, employed in the Belgian at- |

[ tempt at south polar exploration, and
l he is accompunied by Lieutenant Gor-

rRIED HANSEN of the Danish Rowal
Navy. It is more than two and a half
years since the (ijoa left Norway on
June 1, 1904, The first stop of the little
expedition was made at Godhaven,
(reenland, and the first base station was
established near the Island of North
Somerset. At Leopold Harbor in 1004
the explorers made extensive magngtio
obaervations, and in the apring of the
present year they set up their self-regis-
tering instrumentg on King William
Ialand, where, us we are justified in in-
ferring from a telegrain sent by Captain
AMUNDSEN to FrinTioF NANBEN at
Christiania, he definitely located the
north magnetic pole, which in 1841 Cap-
tain J. ('. Ross, relying on a single ob-
gervation, had placed fn the peninfula
of Boothia. This was the capital sciens
tific aim of the pre ent expedition,

We add that, according to a private
cable received at Seattle from the ex-
plorer, who, leaving his veasel to winter
at King Point, had gone overland to
Port Ilgbert, Alaska, Captain AMUNDSEN
found on King William Island a monu-
ment erected by the ill fated Sir JOHN
FRANKLIN’S expedition. [t will be re-
membered that in 1878-80 Lieutenant
SCHWATEA'S expedition came upon the
skeletons of some of FRANKLIN'S men
and of one of his lieutenants. It may be
reserved for the Norwegian explorer to
find the remains of FRANKLIN himself,
and to place them at last beneath the
cenotaph in Westminster Abbey which
now bears the inscript on:

* Notliers' The white North hasthy bours: and thou,

Herole sallor soul,

Art pusslog on thine happler voyage fiow

Toward no earthly pole *

Madame Bernhardt at Quebec,

When Madame SARAH BERNHARDT was
leaving Quebec on Tuesday evening
after a theatrical engagement there she
was pursued by a howling mob, The
reason for its exasperation against her
was that during the day she had made,
or was reported to have inade, remarks
to newspaper representatives in dis-
paragement of Canada and Canadians.

The opinions attributed to her were
in substance that (anada is colonial
and provincial; that “it has no literature,
no art, no painters, no sculptors, no
poets, except FRECHETTE, a laureate of
the Irench Academy,” and that the
inhabitants calling themselves French
Canadians “have scarcely a drop of
French blood in their veins,. "

Madame BERNHARDT i8 a dramatic
artist of distinction, but her qualifications
for ethnological criticismm have never
been demonstrated. As to matters of
art outside of her particular profeasion,
she nas rhe right to speak of & woman
intelligent on the subject. Her criti-
cisms of some Canadians as provincial,
however, were justified very emphati-
cally by the Quebec mob which insulted
her because of them., Of course, this
rowdy element cannot be taken as repre-
gentative of enlightened Canadian senti-
ment, for such people must recognize &
good deal of truth in the remarks attrib-
uted to her, jocular rather than serious
though those were, according to her ex-
planation after the mobbing.

Canada of late years has taken on a
new life and is progressing in ita develop-
ment more than ever before; yet it is
still a dependency of Great Britain, and
as such cannot be expected to have the
distinction which goes with an inde-
pendent, sovereign existence. Naturally
it has not produced Canadian litera-
ture of consequence, and in the matter
of art, plastic and pictorial, it is unques-
tionably backward. These are facts as
to which there can be no reasonable dis-
pute. Canadians know very well that
they shine by a reflected light in those
respects. Madame BERNHARDT was only
guilty of an imprudenre, if not a hreach

' of hospitality, in reminding them of

their dependent condition.

The time was when pegple in this
country also were restive under such
criticisms of them; but now they are in-
different to disparagement; and thereby

‘they show that they have outgrown the

provinciality whigh justified the assaults.
When, or if, Canada gets to be a great
world Power of eighty millions of people,
independent in its sovereign existence,
it will care as little as we do for what a
French actress thinks of it or says of it.

Of course, Canada as it is now, with
a population, all told, not three-quar-
ters as great as that of our single State
of New York, lying next its borders,
without an independent national ex-
istence, has @t produced fruits of civili-
zation which are only grown in a dis-
tinct and self-sufficient nation, never in a
colony. Canada, however, is enviable
for its prosperity and for the many
indicaticns of an efficient and conserva-
tive Government and a golid and health-
ful condition of society which it fur-
nishes. It may not have produced any
very considerable art and literature of
its own, but it has produced a large
community of cultivated and enlight-
ened people. Eventually it will have
everything which Madame BERNHARDT
now finds to be ahsent from it.

Three Platoons,

Many of the ills that afflict the New
York Police Department are due to the
three platoon system that is now in
operation. This system, promised to
the police in the campaign of 1003, was
instituted at a time when, even under
the old practice, the number of men in
the department was too small to perform
properly all the duties falling on them,
By it the number of men on patrol was
reduced, The reserve platoons were
practically wiped out and a bad situa-
tion was made much worse,

In another way the result of the three
platoon system was evenmore deplorable,
however. By their victory in obtaining
it against the interests of the c¢ity and
in violation of every warning of good
sense, some of the members of the de-
rartment were confirmed in the already
strong opinion held by them that the
municipality exists for their benefit,
instead of the police for the benefit of
the municipality. The effect on dis-

| cipline of such a frame of mind iz not

difficult to guess.

It agpearsthat Commissioner McAnoo's
gUCCessor 8 to be a military man or an
ex-policeman. This successor will find
the three p‘latoon system in operation,

i et U R i
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and {te direct and indirect effects will
offer a moat interesting fleld for study
to him,

’

And yet as a practicable ronte for com-
meroe between the two oceans we prefer
the Straits of Panama, or even a lock canal
at 130 feet elavation, to Captain AMUND-
BEN'S Northwest Passage.

The Hon. Hxyny D, Crayron of Enfaula,
Ala.,, is deeply pained bacause the ordinary
Jahorers on the Panama Canal are paid in
stlver, while the skilled mechanics, clerks
and the like are paid in gold, Mr. CLAYTON
whould not allow his grief over this to affeot
him too deeply. ‘The “Jamalcsn negroes,”
to whose sad fate he makes suoh pathetio
allusion, are not totally incapable of caring
for themselyes, and do not need much assist-
ance from residents of Eufaula.

Missouri Democraty observe, not without
a certain premonitfon and satisfaction on
the part of some, that at New Orleans the
other day Bryan heat St. Joseph, the favor-
fte, by half a length,

g ————————

As Judge DEWEY of Boston sat in church,
“)istening to the beautiful music,” his soul
was “lifted up and it was revealed to him
that his candidacy was inspired.” This s
the second “divinely inspired” candidate
for office this year, Judge DEWEY wants
to be Mayor of Boston. The Hon, HOKE

| BMITH has a “divine call” to be Governor of

Georgla. Judge DEweyY often speaks to as
many as 160 persons, whereas all the “ promi-
nent” and “leading” citizens go to hear
Hoke. 8till, nobody is betting on DEWEY,
and some of the ungodly are even laving
money ageinst Hokg.

Japan is reaching out after South Ameri-
can trade. One of Japan's steanship com-
panies {8 having two 12,000 ton stearnships
built to make monthly voyages between
‘Japan, (allao and all of the important South
American ports., The ships are to be ready
Ly January, 1808. Agencies for them have
heen opened in Rio Janeiro and Santos.
Japanese agents are in those cities studying
the question of _colonization. The idea of
Japanese colonization has been for some
time under favorable consideration in
Brazil. In fact, the State of Sas Paulo,
Brazil, sent agents to Japan to study the
Japanese peopls at home. Things seem
to favor a trial. The Japanese are to have
free trausportation, fair wages, a rest
period on arrival, and dwelling houses .
The negotiations broke off on a difference
as to the rate of wages just as Japan and
England stgned their new treaty, but they
have now been resumed.

The Washington correspondent of the
Charleston News and Courier inakes Senator
TrLiMAN tell why he is “opposing the rail-
roads"™:

“\\hy, the rallroads all through the South are
carrylng on extensive improvements, They are
laylng double tracks here and stralghtening out
curves there. drawing negro lahor from the catton
and mce plantations, because they c@n aflord to
offer higher wages. Why, you can't hold negro
labor on the farm In the viclulty of raliroad con-
struction. The rallroads pay more than twice as
much for & day's work as the farmer can afford
to pay.”

And 8o on. Not for the first time does
our friend with the Pitchfork appear as one
of the subtlest humorists in politios. But

his admirers don't seem to suspect him.
e e s ————— A ..

vicforia, Beaconsfield and Gladstone.

To TAE EDITOR oy THR SUN--Sir; In your ar-
ticle to-day on “The Balfour Government Out”
you repeat a charge often made agalnst Lord
Beaconsficld and Queen Victoria for what you call
a “manauvre” adopted by lord Beaconafield In
sending for Lord Hartington Instead of Mr, Glad-
stone at the time of the Liberal victory In 1880,

The fact ia that the Queen and Lord Beacons-
fleld acted then, as Mr, Balfour and Klng Fdward
act now, in a strictly constitutional manner, and
In exactly the same way. Both Queen Victoria
and King Edward have sent for the recognized
leaders of the Liberal party, and not for the former
Premiers. In the present Instance Roscbery was
the former Premler, and In ihe earlier instance
(iladstone was the former Premler. Nelther ot
them, however, was or 18 the present recognized
leader of the party.

In 1874, after his great defeat, Mr. Gladstone
formally reslgned his position as leader In a letter
to lLord Granville. And Lord Hartington was
formally elected and Instailed In that office by
the heads of the Liberal party, of whom John
Bright was the spokesman, During the succeed
ing six years of oppositlon Lord Hartington led
the party in the Commons and Lord Granville In
the Lords, Mr, Gladstone being by his own cholce
absolutely a free lance. He had planned and
published his determination to retlre into oom
paratively private life. For fuch a man a course
llke that was difficult, !f not aimost impossible, and
the great Liberal victory of 1880 was due to his
exertlons. But he had never resumed the nom
inal leadership of the party, and the two leaders
who had heen falthful tn the dark days of opposi
tlon were first sent for by the Queen. Had she
procecded otherwise she would not have acted
aceording to the Constitution,

King Fdward and Mr. Balfour have proceeded
exacily In the same y In sending for the recog
nized leader, Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman,
and ot for the man who has been “ploughing his
lone and solitary furrow,” Lord Roacbery. Tae
whol® of this mlupnrrh"nslun comes from not
recognizing the fact of Mr. Gladstone's resignation
of the Liberal leadership In 1874, The Punch car
toons of that peilod show In one case John Hright
handing the sliepherd’s crook marked “Liberal
Leadership” to lLord Hartington, who, woefully

| seratching his head, answers, “Hey, but measter!

Wacre are the sheep? And another cartoon
shows Disraeli shaking hands with Gladstone and
saying; “sorry to lose you! 1 bogan with hooks,
vou're ending Wwith them. Perhaps you arc the
wiser of the two.  Good by!™

Fvery one fe't fustly that Mr. Gladstone could
not he relegated to egny second place, but It was
constitutionally falr to give the others the frst
offer. WiLLiAM POTTS GFPOROE,

POUVORKERPRIE, Dec. 0.

Three Football Amendments,

To TAB EniToR oF THE SUN Sfr; The three
following sugprcs'!ons are offered as tnding to tm
prove the gam® of football as now play ed;

1. Line men to stand up.

2, Alltackles 1o be above the wais!

4 The ball to be “down™ where thy runner first
falls,

This rule would prevent every manon both teams
from piling on top of the runner, as well as th: pull
ing of the runner along by the arms or legs. |t
woild enable the audience to see the ball and add
fuily 20 per cent, to the playing t'm>, tosay nothing
of conserving the strength of the players

Yaue, ‘84

RUTORRS CoLIEAR, New Briunswick, N, J., Dee, 7,

Deadly Davs for the FHogs of the Y olley,
Carrespondence Iarrizonhurg Spirk the Valley,

Hutchering s the order of the day here.

Mr. C. B, Anthony Killed a hog I'riday evening

Mr. George W, Shifiet butchered a couple hogs
Tuesdar

David Secrist was asalstiag his son in-daw, J, H,
Turner, In butchering last week, My, Secrist is a
boss hand at the honsiness

Oh! how tie porkers are squealing about the
brealk of day.

The Mortality of Sport,

To TH¥ IMTOR oF THF SUN Nineteen
persons were Kilisd at toothall this year and forty
seven In the hanting feld by skooting.  Statisty
cally nught (here not ta be more han twiee the
outery agalnst shooting that there In agalnst foor
hall? RENNETH BROWN,

CHARLOTTERYILLE, Va, Dec, 4,

Sir

Yermont Has No Board of Pardons,

To THE EptToR or THE SUX In regard tn
the Mary Rogers case, If Gov, Bell refusesto reprieve
the woman, can the Board of Pardons aet over his
hend and grant the reprieve?
honrd the same In all States®

HroOKLYN, Dec, 8. GEOROE FRANCIA FORTER

Sir:

Novelty Raguired.
Ciers  Yes, madam, we have something atsq
1itely new In toys. How old s the hoy?
Young Mother FEightern months,

e
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NOTESON AMUNDSEN'S ACHIEV E-
MENT.

The attempts to make the Northwest
Passage have cost very dear in human life
and in treasure. They involved the groat-
eat of Arctie tragedies—the loss of the
Franklin party of 126 wouls, They re-
sulted in the destruction by ‘fee crughing
of some of the stoutest rhips that ever
were bullt, But the Passage has at last
been made, by o vessel large enough to
accommodate only a fow men with com-
fort and fitted with a petroleum engine!
The Gjoa from the Atlantio has reached
the waters near the mouth of the Mac-
kenzie River that are frequented every
vear by whalers from Bering Strait.

Last surmmer when Amundsen was about
to start westward for Bering Strait he
fent & messenger south to the Canadians
in Hudson Bay telling thern of hiy purposs
to steam westward through the channels,
Henry Hudson was hunting for this North-
west Passage when his crew put  him
adrift in Hudson Bay. He perished in the
same waters over which the news was
brought to us that the little Norweglan
party was about to atterupt the Passage.

From 1818 to 18556 the British sent out
ten large expeditions with seventeen of
thelr finest ships to make this Passage, if
possible. They all failed to push the ships
through, and it wag not till after 1850 that
the existence of continuous sea communi-
cations north of America was made known,
In that year McClure, coming from the
Pacific through Bering Strait, reached
with his sledges the northeast extremity
of Banks Land, which Parry, coming from
the Atlantic, had visited in 1810, "It was
years later before we knew of Sir John
Franklin's earlier discovery of a shorter
route for the Northwest Pasvage,

When the records of the Franklin expe-
dition were recovered it was found that in
May, 1848, Lieut. Graham Gore, with seven
men of the party, had explored the shores
of King William Land. Socon after passing
Point Vicjory they saw the continent of
North America in the distance and realized
that the long sought for Passage had at
last been discovered. They had reached
the point from which Simpson had traced
the edge of the Arctic Ocean hundreds of
miles*west to Cape Barrow, and they might
actually have accomplished the Northwest
Passage themselves had they been able to
force their ships through the short stretch
of {ce to the ope“'mg channels along the
American coast.

Thoae Arctic heroas who starved to
death were the first to digcover the North-
west Passage; and the route indicated in
their records is that which Amundsen has
followed to success, for the Passage has
been made by the route discovered by the
Franklin party fifty-seven years ago.

Point Barrow was never reached by Cook
or Beechey, but every season now even the
sailing vessels among the whalers pass
around it and far to the east. They travel
in the channels opening between the heavy
floe ice and the mainland, and this is the
route that Fravkiin and Simpson discov-
ered. Its practicability has now been
demonstrated by one of the smallest vessels
that ever efftered the Arctic.

Morals and Manners of Club Members,

To taE Eprror or THF Bux--Sir; The
suggestion of the bev. Dr. Parks that Mr.
Depew should be expelled from one of the
clubs to which he belongs has not been taken
very serlously, Club governors are doubt-
legs reluctant to transfer their powers even
to the eloquent orators of the pulpit,

If the clergy are to be arbiters in matters
of this kind some sgort of parochial system
should be adopted. Each club should be
within the jurisdiction of a particular parish,
so that there would be no contiict of authority.
I». MacArthur, for example, should be put
on the governing beard of the Democratic
Club, Father Ducey might perhaps be per-
suaded to act as chaplain to the Union League,
while Dr, Parkhurst would no doubt readily
undertake to reviee the list of other organiza-
tions whose members gaze ruciully every day
on the pasaing throug in Fitth avenue,

It i8, however, dificult to determine just
what degree of moral obliqnity unfits a man
to be a member of a social club, He may
break the law and gamnble with impunity.  On
sunday he may offend agnainst the soirit if
not the letter of the closing act, while the less
fortunate are suffering the tarment of side
doora and hardened sandviches. ‘The man
who dines at his clul nav tind at the next
table the husband of some woman who is
in South Dakota seeking relicf, or perhaps
the already besmirched hero of some cause
celébre nearer home. The paterfamilias who
stops to glance at the evening paper may
brush aguainst a \Wall Street pirate who has
committed some form of polite robhery.

The most objectionable men in clubs are
not always those who have violated the crimi-
nal code. 1t i8 conceivable that a forger, a
bauk robbar or even a murderer should read
his paper with meckness and eat his dinner
with decorum. But the voice of the clergy
should be raised even more loudly against
the men whose manners are worse than their
morals. Some of them manage to slip ‘.m(
the commitiees on admissions af' the bhest
«\f clubs, [hese are they who talk loudly to
their friends and browbeat the waiters,  They
deliver long lectures on the minute anatomy
of their automobiles, on their occasional
hunting and fishing excursions, on the mane
hooks which they read, and sometimes even
onthe cleversayings and doings of their “little
sons.” A reasonable amount of precaution
and vigilance will protect the member of a
club against insurance presidents, or wmen
whoge lives are anti-t omstockian, but he s
helpless before the attacks of the mun winy a
persistent and_annoving cough, the furthe
monopollzer of newspapers and muagazines,
the man who is always in a dravght, and the

oxenr who wishes all the world to know who
f\‘v ig, what he does and what he is going to do,
And we are persuaded that even the presence
of «itizen Paul Kelly in one's favorite corner
would make a club less nnlovely than does
the man who would ha«# the bill of fare maodi-
fled in conformity to the culinary principles
ot his sainted mother A (Lt MEMBER.

Nrw Yorg, Dec. 5 .

The Patrick Case.

To THR FDITOR or THFE SUN Many per
sons who have followed the trialof \lbert T, Fatrick
and are famillar with the antcesdent Incldents
relative to his apprehension and the behavier of
the Valet Jonrs have a rather deeply seated con
viction that the defene: has never been (ully or
Intelligently conducted and that there are varl
ous reasons for belleving that there |s more than
A reasonable doubt whether the venerable Rice
came to his death fram the effeet of chloroform or
violenee,

There is, bestde this, the bellef among those fami)
far with mental discase and the influence ot sng
gestion that the sM( confessed murderer, doues,
wes unworthy of confidence, and that his testimony
was far from convinclng, as he made several con
feselons, all varytug, and thus his mental state
for months was deplorable. There are also un
preasant rumors that Joaes was subfected to dn
fluences which are popular with Juges d Insiruction
in France but so far are quite out of place In the

NI

tnited  States, Students  o!f mental medlicine
know the Injustice of extorted confesslon under
stress, and the greatost falrness shouid be shown

1o persons couvieted upon such testimony i
It 18 to he haped, therefore, that e Governor
of the State, or some othicr reviewl g authorlty,
will give this phase of the case his close, -nnr;n
attention, for many dis!nterested persons who are
competent to fudge think the unfo! ‘unate con
demned man has not had falr pluy or an adequate
deferce ALLAN MCLANE HAMILTON, M, D,
New Yoax, Dee, 7
A Message to the President.
I'hey may warble of your fame,
Widely spread i
They may lority your name,
Glve you credit
* For expressing withoaut coase
Highly saplent views nn peace
And on Infantiace Increase
They may edit
Al vour tales‘of hunting day «,
Of the hear's peculinr wayvs,
And your message they imay praise;
Hit, dear Ted, It
Is hut right thao Just a few
Of those message lanrel
Have recelved shouyld be my
For - | gead I,

you
due

THOMAS R YBANKA,

| arm amid the peaceful hum of th

[ 1o some degree alleviate t
| uncertainty, as its advocates so lou

THE SULTAN AND THE FAITHFUL,

———————

Is Moslem Sentiment Ntrong and United
Enough to Become a World Faetor?

To Ak Eorton or Tuy SvN -8ir: The
colnoldence of the lotter of your oorroipondeqt
Mohammad Barakatullah in this morning's
80N with the despateh from London telling
of meetings in London and elsewhere of
Hritish Mussulman subjeots to protest agalnst
the coercion of the Sultan of Turkey, or at
least the Hritish partioipation In it, imparts
an olement to the gituation that bas hitherto
been wholly wanting when theére was trouble
between Turkey and the Powers. It Is, T
belleve, absolutels the first time that Mussul-
mans under the British flag have stood up In
protest agalnst their Government when it
wcted wlone ag combined with other Powers
auninst the Sultan. Their present attitude,
especinlly under the circumstances set forth
by Mr. Harakatullah in his reference to Indla,
in therefore moat remarkable. If the Mus-
sulinaus of India and other British posseasions
are really in earnesat In protesting against
Brittsh participation in active coerclon of the
Sultan’s CGovernment o this Maoedonian
hiiness it beconies a4 very serlous matter,
not only for the new British C(overnment,
but for the ot har Governments having Moslem
subjocts, France, Italy and Russia.

The concentration of sentiment among
Indian Mussuhnans would inevitably draw
to a comumon focus that of all other Moslems,
and if the Sultan Abdiy Hamid were 80
disposed would pluce suhi a weapon in his
hands us would enable him to defy all Europe,
and nothing could save the sitnatiof except
the sudden cessation of the internal strife in
Russin and the restoration of the Czar's
authority.

The source of the trouble is the samae that
led to the British ovcupation of Lgypt, the
pressure of foreign financial Influences on
the Government of ‘Lurkey backed by force.
Egvpt succnmbed after a futile resistance,
Lecause, although France was not with Great
Britain "in ite intervention, all the other
Powers were more or less in favor of it,
Iurkey, Egypt's suzerain, Leing impotent
to prevent, and the attempt of the Sultan to
gtir up disaffection in India by means o
enissaries sent out soon after the Rusgo-
I'urkish war having been abandoned under
manace from the British Goyvernment.

I'he question {8 whether the coucentration
of Moslem sentiment all over the world to
such an extent as to make it factor in world
politics I8 possible. It is true that of late
there has been considerable ferment amoun
the Mohammedans of the Russian centra
Asian and Turkestan territorics, and the
Czar found it necessary the other day to
concilinte the Khan of Khiva by sending him
presents. News from Pekin also speaks o
great restlessness among the Mohammedan
of the northwestern provinoes of Shenal an
Kansu, as well as in Chiness Turkestan,
where ‘it is sald Chiness Mullahs have been
preaching against Buddhism. It will
seen, therefore, that the possibility oOf a
Moslem conceniration is & contingency 4o
be reckoned with, and by the British (iovern-
ment just coming into power one tu Dbe
feared, in view of the eonditions In India
cited by Mr, Barakatullah.

When I suggested in THe SUN a few dli‘l
ago that the British Government should
undertake the settlement of the present
difflculty with the Sultan ?n ita own accoun’
1 did so on the assumption that there was
no such general feeling among Mussulmans
in favor of the Sultan as the meetings in
London and Mr. Barakatullah's statements
seem to indicate, and from long obsarvation
of Turkish aflairs since the present Sultan
came to the throne T do not feel satisfled
that it is yet suffictently strong to be trans-
formed into action.

The way in which the Sultan has treated
those Turkish reformers who could have
helped himn to regenerate his empire is better
kl‘mwn rhaps to Muss lmtn leaders evary-
whers thaii «vou 0 the Diplomatic Corps at
Constantinople, and though they mmay resent
European coercion of his Government on gen-
eral principles, they certainly cannot be
doing it for reasons personal to Abduyl Ha-
mid Il. himself. What is really needod at
Consgtantinople, as much as in Russia, is a
complete change of n}'ntam and personnel
in the administration of the country, and not
80 much a change of sovereigna,

All further aotion of the demonstrating
squadron in Turkish waters should be sus-
lmndwl, or, better still, the squadron should
e withdrawn on condition &ut the Sultan
luvite Lord Cromer to come to Constantinople
from Egvpt tc advise him not only in Pho
Macedouian problem but also in regard to
the general affairs of his empire in relation

to the European Powers. PHERA,
NEW YOork, Dec. 6.
Basketball Mass Meetingy.
o THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Muech has

been written of late about reforms whteh are neoes -
sary In the game of football, and 1 take this oppor-
tunity of saving & word In connection with the
game of basketball, a popular sport, but honey-
combed with abuses,

The charge of unsportsmanllte methods and
professionallsm In connectlon with most basketball
teams has put a damper on the sport; and I am
glad to see that the Amateur Athletlc Unlon,
through Its basketball committee, I8 making an
atternpt to put this sport on a highér level, Of
course In a matter of thils kind the committee
should get the cooperation of all true sportemen,

A maeass meeting of basketball players has been
called for Friday evening and all young men In-
terested In the sport are requested to be present,
A thorough discusslon of the subject will be had
and steps are o be taken to bring about necessary
reforing. The meeting will be held at the Xavier
A. A, 205 West Fourteenth street, All players and
others Interested In the game should attend.

NEW YORrx, Dec, 7. WiLLIaM MITCHELL,

The Trouble,
Knlcker -Didn't 1 hear you having a heated argu-
ment with the janitor?
Bocker- Nn; It was an unheated one,

A Satirical Treatment of & Very Grave
Subfect.

To tar Epitor or THE BuN -Sir: You
concluded an editorial in a recent edition
“Giovernment by Labor Unions,” with the'
statement that Australia is likely to show

_the world an example “of a State run despoti-

cally by labor unions.” Let us see how
despotic their “general platform” is.

The nationalization of monopolies is8 cer-
tainly a dreadful thing to anticipate. This
would mean, so they say, that the peopls
who produce, popularly dubbed the workers,
are to receive the henefit of the full product
of their labors. Under the present aystem
of private ownership the workingman's re-
muneration is sufficient for his existence.
What more can he ask?

If one man secures all of the benefit that
accerues from the labor of & thousand others
that is buginess. But if the thousand And'
one men decide to share the profits between
themn equally, that is despotic. Free use of
the referendium would certainly place any
country under a despotic ban, but worst of
all is the idea of a State pansion for the laborer
in his old age. What has he done to aid his
country” He may have lost a hand or an
mil
has seldom gone forth patriotically l‘nl'gl‘;‘\’-trn:
fellow men in }»rmm'tinﬁ the interesta of his
(?) conntry. 1f the working class did not try
to copy their betters in the matter of dress
and living, ,\s-h;.‘. lhol)(" r-nul{d certainly mav
more. an the very ea o s
never find r'nnt.' pensions” woul

1f a man has been left great areas o
or through intelligent manipulation of cfulal'mi
has acquired such, why in goodnens ahouﬁi he
be asked to pay a tax in proportion to in-
creasing values? Tt I8 no fault of his if labor
builds up the sections about his property and
cgupes its rapid enhancement, @ has done
nothing to bring this about,

Two sigeestions rank with
to be found in Article VT,
Tabor platformn

despotisn
of the Auntr}\l?nr:
the regulation of hours and

| conditions of work, and compulsory insurance

of crews hy shipowners
At against accident or
Still, these are not on a i

threearticles, The very idn:‘:’?:“h the
instituting a bank and running |\
insnrance  companies! hy,
ours noted capitplists, sneh
Harriman and Odell, do? R

last
?;‘ern n‘e‘nl

an (]

what would
men as Hyda,
course, it may
» workingman's
clain, but think of the additio ¥ pro=
sorrow and despotisin  that n:lu?lgrds:‘.:;
to he met with by the capitalist! Uniform
industriallegislation is too terrible to eonsider.
and the civil equality of man and woman

might to some degree eliminate * -
ren's Profession.”  We must by llllli‘.mc:?:';
endeavor 1o escapé having the te run by

despotic labor nnions,
New York, Dee, 2,

ARTHUR MARRBOX,

——

Rush for Government Land.
Diadge Clty carrespondence Topeka Capital.

The husiness at the Government Land OMes (n
Dodge City for the month of Octaber In the largest
monih's business (n the history of that oMee since
the month of September, 1877, Durlng iast month
20 persons tled on clalms, and so lively 1s the serim-
mage 10 seeure claims that there were also about
11ty contests filed In the game month,
claims have been taken durlng the past five wesks
It Wil mot take more than & year to close olit a8l of
the Government land in Kangas,

be |

|

i

Al the rate |

1
{

OVERBOARD WITH ODELL!
Up-State Nowspapers Continue
mand His Retirement,

From the Watertown Standard,
Senator Cansldy still indulges ocensinniy g,
that dry humor which evenin his coll
made hiny an epfgrammatist of note o
his fellowa. Referring to the revolt e
thie Boasen, he gave utterance to ()
gestion: "I think It's wise to lov the oo
have thalr own way once Inoa wWhile, «ap.
olally when they want it real hard.
There (8 one thing which wo bLeliov 1
people desire “real hard" the abwoli g,
tirement of Chalrman Odell frow ary o,
olpation In the work of directing the oy
policies and activities,
1t was made very plain to Mr. Odell 11
time he appeared before the sorere of
State that it would not be sale op
make another attewpt, He i lin
feotly consclous of the fact that (o < g pey,
sona non grata to the majories of the pooply
living within the borders of this s
Why, then, should he persever s
himself to the front?

o

Dee

—~—

Pére

1shin
IS It a wntter of “'l“f

soeking? If 8o he has won enouvl v qaty
one mat, for by his own admission wnid clay
he has bacome a very wealthy (ir iy

his motive to be found in hix 1w
to be “downed” by those who o
him?

If the latter be tha correct sipposiiog
should he not remember that there apn oy
constderations than the love of W Ueht g tha
wish of one man to Worst his wiulggon e
Is not the weltare of the parte of grogre
welght with him than the wratdoation of 5
puraly selfish feeling?

g nesy
tghting

The present munifestations of upwi)ige.
ness to gerve longer under Moo Odll 4,
apring from Mr. Platt’s friends  Thov e
to be sure, be participants in the cr gy gy
raised, but thera are countless others wy,
are animated by the BRI Kottt Ty
movement (8 no atteimnpt to re<tore the lagg,
ership of Senator Platt, if he stunds o gy
need of being restored. U s perfvcy gh.
vious that the aged Senaior i< in no phveol
condition to begin the heavy diutivs o1 direct.
ing in person all the varied inlerests of tha
work throughout the State  Tli< = 1 g
pergonal matter on the positive « though
on the negative it is a personal r. since
the object 18 the elimination of a person who
has lost in large measure the esteem and the
confidence of his associutes.

It is the general belief ] Covernor Hige
gins would have had a strgele to win the

last election if hethad not Levn swept in with
the Rooseveltian wave of paopular entliisiasm,
And yet the only argument which could be
urged against Mr. Higwins was that he way
suspected of being in oo close sympathy
with Mr. Odell's 1deas. There 15 another
eleotion for Governor approaching, When
outside Influences cannot Le relied oo
gist the candidate 1o clection, 10 would soen,
therefore, the part of wisdon to ot |
far as possible from all that would teano

stacle and a drag 1 the wayv of winnine that
election, And, what (s of tar decper |
ance, the permanent oreaniznt i the party
should recoive the most careful cousideration

i

from all who have any real nterest e
walfare.

The State i at present ¢t up into Warring
camps, each man's heel beine Dted npaciinst
his neighbor, and all because persnal and self-

{sh rivalries have been too operative ntha
last few years. The party
need of largeminded leaderstip 1l
ance of a strong character, who s bnrgered
by no smatlness of vision and who can cyver
look all small considerations. Such direction
would easily unite all the inhari
re®.s and would quickly bring order out of
thie ohaos which now reigns.

To continue these animogities s fatal. Thy
only way to remove them Is to 1nake such
substitutions as will destroy all the irritation.

GAELIC AND PROGRESS.

Comment on Dr, Hyde's Mission and The
ries.

To 1EE Epitor or THE Sux--Sir D
Hyde, the eloquent Gaelic advocate, spes
ing in Carnegie Hall on Sunday night in s}
port of the project which most jntelliger
and practical Irishmen disapprove, the sut
stitution of & battle for the revival o a des
language instead of the live political issue
Home Rule for Treland, said:

The Irish language Is neither Protestan!
Catholle. It s netther landlord nor tenant. It
nelther Unlonist nor Separatist, and by taking
for our platform we have achleved what s ¢
mind the supreme glory of the Gaellc 1
We have brought together for the first thye In!
land within my recollection Cathalle, Frotesta
Unionlst and Natlonallst, landlord and tenant
priest and parson, all working hand to bLaud
the Interest of Ireland's Iife and lntelicorusiiy

{s the misfortune of many who tse woris
freely that they do not use them acciratels
The Irish language is indeed “neitter P'rot-
eatant por Catholic,” for it is subs<tantially
the same language which is spoken on both
sides of the Channel, and there arenomord
staunch supporters of Protestantisithan th

stands in rore

puid.

HIOUs @lee

Scoteh. fust as there are no puore nens
supporters of Catholicism than t1o In¢
f th

But Gaelic is not equally the langugv
landlord and the tenant in Irclund
essentially and conapicuously the lune
of the tenant. The language of the lant
lords {s English, and [t i because it s big
lish (and for the reasons which have cnatis
rmitted or compelled the landloras

|

ETL

‘nglish and the people to be tenani- tial
this is so. )

The Gaelic Lan‘;ua, of which Iy Hyde
speaks, has not “brought together [or 14
first time in Ireland” wmen separgod b
E‘:mﬁ'al, racial or religious differe _The

nd league did the same thine and 1
Home Rule mmovement, with Charjos sievd!

Parnell at its head, did the same 10
before any projected revival of (o
speech of the Jrish people was s

he whole history of Ireland is reph
instances of the surrender of religion-
ancer for their country’'s cause v |
deliverance from alien rule. [f the
Parnell 18 one of recent memnor
of Robert Emmet#is one of historics
tion, and while the advocates of (el
the national speech are entitled 1
eredit {01 their zeal and industry, thee
truly claim to have abated, as [
claima, differences between (ati!
Proteatants, Unionists and National -~
lords and tenants, i-rivsu and pars
the firat time in Ireland,

No nntlog ever hecame rich, pro«e
or contented by going backward. |i#
to trlumph is the road ahead. At & perod
when English has become, or is '«
the almost universal “world Yanue oo
when, as & matter of fact, it = <

{

[ nits

many million more pereons in oo i
States than there are in the swhole of (1l
Aritain, when, indeed, it has hecooe it
the American than the FEnglish Tioad

the project to resuscitate Gaeslic 1 oo
of a limited nuinher of peaspota it 7
ern and poorer part of Treland, st =
mosat practical persons & chimer
appealing rather to antiquarians
those whn have any sense of presen’
ture needs,

(Other nations, whether enjoyvine « '
mous government or not, are taking
lish as the hest "world langiau \
ghould the peonle of Traland abwand ¥
a period when by far the largest
men amd women of Irish lineage (v
the Stars and Stripes and not under Hie
rule?

The study of Giaelic hag beconme i
& number of persans who recail !
perind of it elorions listory .
“a nation of schoolmagters.” pur ! A
FI!!Fd centur!es  agon, he ot L e
recall, and the Trishman of to-ds !
ever land he may be, who tronunlies a0 037 '.
pere is the man who ta ahen b
forward, not the man »ho looks by 00

NEw York, Dec. | L

Fndiw

Official Cord of State Departnment
From the New Orleans Times [0 °f
“The State Department has heen s.re o e
cord for tylng up \ts oMelal paprrs o0 7" 5
yvears,” explained an old official of
ment “11 18 known as ‘ofMelal cord
the usual s'ze, and 18 made of 81l «
(atertwined, red, white and blue ‘
partment, ax far as 1 can learn, has o o
the oficlal cord, which Is much mars | .
appearance cartainly, and 18 as strone LR S
poses. The origin of the officlal cord 's 7 X

I

| of conslderable conjecture, and as for =+ OF

been able to digcover, Is snmnenlal f
known for & certainty that It has bres
1848, for there are bundles of the off st
the State Department to day whicl A
with the red, white and blue cord, n° Sahih
reasons {or belleving that It was need @ on U
then. Fvery Unlted States lego!
ofMece and consular agent has used U
papers which have heen sent (o \ ‘ Xt
all parts of the world. for the St S
has always supplied 1t to the leed!
Husnase




